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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In a method and apparatus for manufacturing articles (e.g., opening tabs) to 
be included in cans, a metal strip is fed into an article forming unit in which the metal 
' strip is punched and stamped to form the articles. Before the article forming 

5 operation, the strip is provided with laser engravings on at least one of its upper and 
lower surfaces. The laser engravings are provided on the strip when the strip is in 

i 

an immobilized condition. 

I 

i 

i 

i 

I 

i 

i 

! 

i 


i 


i 
i 


PAGE 212 ' RCVD AT 2/16/2005 1 1:43:50 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0«EFXRF-2/1 ' DNIS7466836 ' CSID:7038164100 ' DURATION (mm-ss):00-54 


